
Minutes of the Chinatown Working Group (CWG) Full Group Meeting 
5:30pm – 7pm, Monday, May7, 2012 

American Legion L.T. Kimlau Post 1291 
 
 

Voting members present: American Legion Post 1291 (Gabe Mui); Asian American Legal  Defense and Education Fund 
(Bethany Li); Bowery Alliance of Neighbors (Mitchell Grubler, David Mulkins); Chinese Staff and Workers Association 
(Wendy Cheng, Josephine Lee); Committee Against Anti Asian Violence (Billie Zhu); Community Board 1 (Michael 
Levine); Community Board 2 (Ed Ma, Antony Wong); Immigrant Social Services (Lillian Moy); National Mobilization 
Against Sweatshops (Michael Lalan, David Tieu); Two Bridges Neighborhood Council (Victor Papa, Wilson Soo). 
 
Press: Sing Tao (Bonnie Li); World Journal (Yi Chen Tu). 
 
Also present: Rob Hollander (Lower East Side Residents for Responsible Development); Zella Jones (NoHo-Bowery 
Stakeholders Inc.); Irving Lee (Property Tax Payers); Susan Yung (Bowery Poetry Club). 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 5:45pm, CWG co-Chair Antony Wong facilitating (co-Chair Mae Lee is in Albany) 
1. Introductions.  
2. Agenda approval.  
>>No objections, agenda approved. 
3. April minutes approval.  
>>No objections, minutes approved by all present.  
4. Update on the Memorandum of Understanding between Lower Manhattan Development Corporation and University 

Settlement Society of New York (CWG fiscal conduit for the RFP), Michael Levine presenting. 
Michael Levine: I contacted Angela Rossi who will be the LMDC project manager for CWG's RFP for the consultant. She 

would like to meet with USSNY there. Antony should arrange such a meeting with USSNY for middle or late May. 
The vote at LMDC may occur sooner than expected. She would also like to meet CWG at the next CWG meeting at 
4pm. Let us put her at the top of the agenda for the next meeting and try to have a wide and representative showing. 
She will explain any further requirements for completing the process.  

Victor Papa: How does this square with our anticipated process? 
Michael Levine: We can proceed now, but the advertisement should be posted on our website and the LMDC's website on 

the same exact day. We can then send prospective applicants the link to the websites. 
Victor Papa: How does this relate to the $15,000 repayment for Jim Solomon? 
Michael Levine: Unrelated. She's not responsible for that money. 
Victor Papa: Can we discuss that today? 
Antony Wong: We will save it for the Coordinating Committee meeting. We are going to jump to the last item. The 

American Legion is unavailable June 4, can we push our next meeting to June 11? 
[No objections.]  
>>The next full CWG meeting will be June 11 at 4pm. Angela Rossi will be invited. 
 
5. Letter of support for the Bowery Alliance of Neighbors' Plan for the east side of the Bowery, Mitchell Grubler 

presenting. 
Mitchell Grubler: BAN has proposed to extend the Special Little Italy District height limit to the east side of the Bowery 

(no zoning change), and has identified some buildings for individual landmarking. CAPZ approved this proposal over 
two years ago. BAN is asking CWG to send a letter to Amanda Burden of the City Planning Commission to support 
the BAN-CAPZ proposal.  

Victor Papa: I move to write and send such a letter. 
Mitchell Grubler: I second the motion. 
Michael Levine: I can't vote for such a motion until I see support from CB3. Our CB protocol requires that.  
David Mulkins: CB3 has already supported the BAN plan. I have their resolution. 
Michael Levine: Can you send me the resolutions by e-mail? 
David Mulkins: Yes. 
Antony Wong: Can BAN wait for one more month for a vote? 
Mitchell Grubler: Yes, we can.  
6. Economic Team Preliminary Action Plan, Rob Hollander presenting. 
Antony Wong: There was some confusion last month as to what was being presented. Also the notification for this meeting 

contained the April document, but that is not the document that will be presented now.  
Zella Jones: The RFP and criteria on the website need to be updated. Can I be given the RFP and the criteria for the 

website? 
Michael Levine: Those should be updated. Wilson has those documents. They will be sent to you. 



Rob Hollander: A little background: the Economic Development Team approved a Preliminary Action Plan in April 2010. 
The Team ceased meeting sometime thereafter. Several months ago, the CWG co-Chairs convened a series of meetings 
to review the work that had so far been done. Several community members, in particular property owners belonging to 
the Tax Payers Association, came to those meetings to discuss and express concerns and even objections. As a result of 
those meetings we now had three documents: a revised 2010 PAP, the Tax Payers Association written response, and 
the minutes of the meetings. The document I am presenting attempts to bring all these documents together, minus the 
controversial items. I omitted controversial items – items that were contested by community voices – so they could be 
discussed with the community before being included. If anyone feels that those controversial items or any missing 
items should be included, please e-mail us… 

Antony Wong: …there is a suggestion form on the website. 
>>Please send comments on the Economic Consolidation Plan using the CWG website comment form.  
Rob Hollander: [Continues. See Consolidation Documents A, B, and C attached.]  
Michael Levine: Are all these items within the scope of the RFP?  
Rob Hollander: Not all. There's a request to look at the real estate tax burden on property owners and a request to study the 

BID.  
Michael Levine: Anything outside the RFP can endanger the RFP process. A rejected applicant could sue us on the grounds 

that the scope of work had been falsely represented.  
Bethany Li: The RFP's language is sufficiently general to include some of these items. The RFP does mention studying 

business vitality, so the effects of the BID would be included in that. It may not be necessary to change the details of 
this document, but we should vote on this compromise document as a whole.  

Michael Levine: We not only must remain within the scope, but should also keep in mind how much can be done with only 
$150,000.  

Rob Hollander: There's also a new item from a CAAAV panel on zoning: Fu Ku Poon mentioned that "living buildings" are 
preferable to bank buildings which close at 5pm leaving a strip of wasteland. So the effect of banks on the streetscape 
is included in this plan.  

Ed Ma: Is this in the framework of a 197a or c? Does it contradict other community groups in Chinatown? Does it promote 
businesses development in Chinatown within the city's legal framework? Is it consistent with what we have been doing 
so far? 

Michael Levine: Good question. If most of this is from the RFP, then it is consistent.  
Victor Papa: How much leeway do we have with the consultant? How flexible can the consultant be? 
Michael Levine: In many ways it is inflexible. We can't change the game, although there is some leeway as Bethany has 

described. But we must be careful. Analyzing the BID would be beyond the scope.  
Irving Lee: What happens if the CWG and the BID conflict in their recommendations? What are the ramifications? 
Rob Hollander: The Chinatown BID is not a member of CWG.  
Zella Jones: The Chinatown BID is a member of CWG. 
Rob Hollander: CPLDC is a member, but the Chinatown BID is not a member. 
Michael Levine: The BID and CPLDC are not the same entity even though they may overlap in personnel. Three members 

of CWG sit on the Chinatown BID, John, Antony and myself. But the actions of the CWG and BID are independent of 
each other. Is the LES BID a member? 

Rob Hollander: Yes. 
Michael Levine: Then the Chinatown BID may become a member in the future. 
Zella Jones: The LES BID withdrew CWG a couple of years ago. I received a specific e-mail from the LES BID director 

via Mae to that effect. I think they found there was an internal conflict.  
Rob Hollander: The LES BID voted here a few months ago as members.  
Zella Jones: I will find the documentation in my records and produce it for you.  
Antony Wong: We will look into it.  
Robert Lee: As I understand it, one side of the debate over the BID does not trust that the selection of the BID board will 

include them. What is gained if the consultant, after studying the BID, merely tells us that that is so or not?  
Antony Wong: Whom would you have us talk to then? 
Robert Lee: I'm just asking why Rob thinks studying the BID would be useful. 
Rob Hollander: A BID could benefit property owners. It can also be destructive to the community. We would all benefit by 

independent study from an objective party like the consultant. 
Michael Levine: This is a valid discussion but a study of the BID is not currently within the scope of in the RFP and I 

strongly recommend that a study of the BID not be included in the RFP. I don't see this fitting in the RFP. It's too 
much. Unfortunately, I have to leave now.  

Bethany Li: It seems to me that it falls well within the scope of considering Chinatown businesses, since the BID impacts 
them directly.  

Rob Hollander: At the April meeting we were given a July 30 [sic] deadline for an Economic PAP for submission with the 
RFP.  

Antony Wong: The deadline seems to be a confusion. After Zella's presentation last month, there was concern that any 
document that changes the RFP must be final by June 30. So the deadline for the PAP was set. But actually the RFP 



already includes an economic scope of work and the RFP is done and voted upon. So we can continue a discussion of 
the Economic PAP as a separate document.  

Zella Jones: We can continue to discuss this at our pleasure until the consultant is actually hired. 
Rob Hollander: [Concluding the presentation:] Special permits were not included in this plan because special permits are 

already included in the RFP/CAPZ agreements. There are no recommendations in this document for Division Street 
and East Broadway because there has been no consultation with or input from the Fujianese community in the 
Economic plan process. It would be unwise for CWG to send recommendations about Division Street and East 
Broadway to the consultant without the consultation and input of the Fujianese community.   

Robert Lee: Banks are bypassing their legal requirement to invest locally.  
Ed Ma: The banks should follow the Federal quota for community reinvestment. Can bank buildings be prevented?  
Irving Lee: If there's a law in place, shouldn't the elected officials enforce the law? 
Rob Hollander: If the banks have found loopholes, then no enforcement will help. 
Victor Papa: The banks say they comply but their investments may not be useful to the community. 
Bethany Li: Also there don't seem to be any significant consequences for noncompliance.  
Antony Wong: This Economic presentation will be posted on the website and you can comment on it on the website.  
7. Co-Chair elections. 
>>The co-Chair term is ending, so we need nominations next meeting.  
 
Community announcements 
Antony Wong: Saturday, May 12, 11am-5pm, the 33rd Asian-Pacific American Heritage Festival in DUMBO (note new 

location). Also, May 13, Passport to Taiwan at Union Square.  
Robert Lee: There is an effort to write letters of community support to the military on the day of Private Danny Chen's 

birthday. [Distributed a letter template.] 
Antony Wong: On May 24 at the Pace High School at Hester and Forsyth, there will also be a fundraiser for the family to 

go to the trial in North Carolina. $25 admission, $10 for students. More info at OCA-NY.org 
Robert Lee: Our community should also be more involved in Occupy Wall Street to show that Asian Americans are also 

concerned and are active.  
David Tieu: NMASS is organizing for 100% affordable housing in SPURA. We also want to see more public health 

facilities in our neighborhood (as hospitals are being closed) and more public schools (as we see conversions to charter 
schools), day care centers (as they are being gutted by the budget) in the process of increasing privatization of public 
spaces and facilities. 

Ed Ma: Chinatown lacks a public meeting place where we can raise a strong community voice and identity and coherence. 
The power of place is essential. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:08pm.  
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